
1 | P a g e  
 

Arts & Human Sciences Dept. | Fall 2017 

Chair: Kim Weismann, 701-774-4503 

  

ENGL 110: College Composition I 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

COURSE INFORMATION 
ENGL 110: College Composition I, 3 semester credits, Course 16348, 8:30-9:20 MON/WED/FRI 
via IVN from Stevens 200 

Course Description: “PREREQUISITE: ACT/COMPASS passing score or satisfactory 
completion of ASC 087. First course in sequence. Inventing, planning, drafting, writing, and 
revising different essay types for a variety of audiences and a variety of contexts. Close reading 
and analysis. Introduction of finding and evaluating information. Collaborative invention and 
revision techniques.” 

INSTRUCTOR 
Jim Stout, Stevens Hall 115E, 701-774-4286, james.stout@willistonstate.edu  

Office Hours: 11-Noon, MON/TUE/WED/THU/FRI; e-mail me for an appointment at another time 

YOUR official means of communication (Item XXIII from Student Code of Conduct): “Upon 
enrollment at WSC, every student is issued an official Williston State College email 
address.  This college email address is considered the official means of communication, 
and will be used for all notices, general bulletins, and other communications, including 
mandated provision of consumer information. WSC exercises the right to send e-mail 
communication to students and expects that e-mail communication is received and read by 
students in a timely manner.” 

TEXTBOOK & MATERIALS 
 Ballenger, Bruce. The Curious Writer (5th edition). 2017. ISBN: 978-0-13-409002-3 
 Hacker & Sommers. A Writer’s Reference (8th edition). 2016. ISBN: 978-1-319-08353-3 
 EdReady English program 
 Purdue Online Writing Lab at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

INSTITUTIONAL OUTCOMES 
I. Students will demonstrate effective communication skills 
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PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
I. Students will demonstrate effective communication skills 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
 1. Demonstrate competent college-level writing that meets the demands of the rhetorical 
situation 

 2. Use the stages of the writing process to develop, organize, and present ideas in 
writing 

 3. Develop collaborative writing skills 

 4. Read college-level writings 

ASSESSMENT TASKS (FOR COURSE OUTCOMES) 

 Participate in guided writing processes 
 Create original papers acceptable by college writing standards  
 Write responses to college-level material 

PROCESS SKILLS 
 Express ideas through effective writing 
 Read at levels that allow students to participate in collegiate studies and chosen careers  
 Evaluate written work collaboratively with peers 
 Demonstrate college reading in written work 

CONCEPTS & ISSUES 
 Stages of writing process 
 Rhetorical situation 
 Language study and style 
 Peer editing and respect 
 Intellectual property, plagiarism, & academic honesty 
 Collaboration and learning community 
 Identify rhetorical situation 

COMPOSITION: systematically combining material into a new creation 

Stout’s Procedure for Successfully Completing Academic Writing Projects 

MAKE TIME YOUR FRIEND! 

MAKE USE OF HUMAN, PRINT, AND ELECTRONIC RESOURCES! 

It will be tough, hard WORK, but make it worth doing (and worth reading/grading)! 

Manuscripts are optical illusions  

Care about what you do; get your instructor to care about reading & grading your 
work! 
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1. Select approved topic (in which you are curious/interested). 
2. Create and/or collect data which can be used on the project: memories, thoughts, 

emotions, or observations; AVOID using complete sentences at this stage. If secondary 
sources are necessary, begin a working bibliography at this stage. 

3. When you have a critical mass of material, compose, if necessary, a sketch (to which 
you KNOW you need more material), then complete a draft in sentences and 
paragraphs 

4. Conference with trusted people (including your instructor, classmates, people outside 
this class, the Writing Lab staff, and SmarThinking) – on only one element (SUBJECT, 
PURPOSE, AUDIENCE, DIRECTIONS, MATERIAL, STRUCTURE, DICTION, IMAGE, 
LANGUAGE MECHANICS, or FORMAT. See Appendix C.) at a time – and take notes 
on how to improve the draft; conference as often as needed. Use AWR. Have as many 
meetings as you need to improve your draft. [Feel free to conference for steps 1-2!] 

5. When ready or necessary, revise the draft itself; continue conferencing until you have a 
manuscript which meets the instructor’s directions & expectations; hand in your paper 
early or on time 

6. When the instructor returns your document, make a note of specific lessons you have 
learned and will use in your future papers. 

ASSESSMENT PORTFOLIO  
Each degree seeking student is required to maintain an assessment portfolio on Blackboard for 
his/her time at Williston State College.  For this class you should include your syllabus, evidence 
of completing learning outcomes, and a reflection paper of what you learned in this class.  

GRADING POLICY 
Your grade for this course is determined by the grade book record of the quality and quantity of 
your work in this course. 
 

Eligibility: If you are an individual who needs to be maintaining eligibility, now and each 
week during the semester is the time to be concerned about it, not at the end of the 
semester or after the semester ends (R. Stenberg, Spring 2016, edited). 
 
No extra-credit is made available to any individual which is not made available to all class 
members. 
 
Not identifying direct or manipulated quoted material, not citing material taken from 
secondary sources (including work you have done previously), and/or not documenting 
secondary sources (including work you have done previously), or using someone else’s 
paper may result in zero points on the manuscript in question.  
 
This is the overall scale to determine your grade status at any one period of time in the course: 
A: 90% or more of possible points 
B: 80-89% of possible points 
C: 70-79% of possible points 
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F: less than 70% of possible points 

Participation	

1. Be present at each class session or perform documented alternative work arranged 
PRIOR to the class you miss:  

a. Full class: 10 points.  
b. Late: -1 point.  
c. Leave early: -1 points  
d. WSC absence: 9 points.  
e. Absent and not completing alternative work: Zero points.  

2. Complete exercises, quizzes, activities each evaluated for  
a. quantity of work  

i. Complete: 10 points.  
ii. Partial: 7 points.  
iii. Unacceptable: 6 points.  

b. and quality of work  
i. High: 10 points.  
ii. Acceptable: 8 points.  
iii. Unacceptable: 6 points. 

Writing	Projects	Each	Worth	Up	to	170	points	

1. Declare topic  
a. at assigned time: 10 points.  
b. Within one week after due date: 7 points.  
c. Not declared nor cleared by me: Zero points. 

2. Demonstrate to me your pre-draft work, possibly including sketch and, if applicable, a 
bibliography: Evaluated for  

a. quantity of work  
i. Complete coverage of material and structure: 10 points.  
ii. Up to one week late: 7 points.  
iii. Not shown to me within one week: Zero points.)  

b. and for quality of work  
i. High: 10 points.  
ii. Acceptable: 8 points.  
iii. Unacceptable: 6 points)  
iv. Not shown to me within one week: Zero points.). 

3. Produce draft  
a. on or before deadline: 10 points.  
b. After deadline but within 7-day grace period: 7 points.  
c. No draft demonstrated: Zero points. 

4. Conference, workshop, and work individually to revise the draft, covering only one 
aspect of the draft per meeting with others.  
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a. Meeting documented (signature, date, and aspect covered OR SmarThinking 
printout): 10 points;  

b. no documented meeting: Zero points. 
5. Submit paper  

a. on deadline: 60 points.  
b. BEFORE deadline: +2 points extra credit PLUS 60 points for submitting.  
c. NOT submitting paper on deadline: -10 points up to 7 days after due date.  
d. After one week: zero points. 

6. Quality and quantity of manuscript submitted for grading: Up to 40 points based on AACU 
Written Communication rubric (see Appendix B). Violation of Academic Honesty Policy: 
Zero points. 
7. Project reflection document evaluated  

a. For quality of work 
i. High: 10 points.  
ii. Acceptable: 8 points.  
iii. Unacceptable: 6 points)  
iv. Not shown to me within one week: Zero points.). 

b. And for quantity of work 
i. Complete coverage of material and structure: 10 points.  
ii. Up to one week late: 7 points.  
iii. Not shown to me within one week: Zero points.)  

 
Each project is worth up to 170 points. 

Final	examination:	worth	maximum	220	points	

1. Present at scheduled final examination time: 40 points.  
a. Absence from final exam approved which I approve and you complete 

during Week 17: 28 points.  
b. AWOL: Zero points; failing grade for class 

2. Assessment and reflection of 1. your role in this class, 2. the instructor’s role in this 
class, 3. the class textbooks, 4. assignments, 5. grading scales, 6. classmates’ role in 
this class, 7. technology used in this class, 8. educational benefits of this class, and 9. 
recommendations for improving this class each is evaluated  

a. For quality of work 
i. High: 10 points.  
ii. Acceptable: 8 points.  
iii. Unacceptable: 6 points)  

b. for quantity of work 
i. complete: 10 points 
ii. partial: 7 points 
iii. damagingly incomplete: 6 points 

Total possible assessment points: 180 points 

Total possible final exam points: 220 points. 
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DISABILITY STATEMENT 
Williston State College is committed to providing equal access to students. If you have a 
disability which may impact your performance, attendance, or grades in this course that requires 
accommodations, you must first register with Accessibility Support Services. Please note that 
classroom accommodations cannot be provided until your instructors receive an 
Accommodations Form, signed by you and the Accessibility Support Services Coordinator. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
• Last day to drop: 30 AUG  
• Last day to withdraw: 09 NOV 
• For important dates concerning holidays, last date to withdraw from class, etc., please 
visit the     WSC catalog available on the website: www.willistonstate.edu. 

ACADEMIC RESOURCES 
Take advantage of academic resources available to you at Williston State College: 

• Communication Lab: Supplemental instruction is provided to assist students who are 
either having difficulty or desiring extra help with specific subjects. The Communication 
Lab assists with composition, writing, communication, and public speaking. The 
Communication Lab is located in Stevens Hall 120. Students should make appointments 
at wsc.writinglab@willistonstate.edu.  

 Math Lab: Supplemental instruction is provided to assist students who are either 
having difficulty or desiring extra help with specific subjects. The Math Lab assists with 
all math needs. The Math Lab is located in Stevens Hall room 120. 

• Learning Commons: It's not just the Library anymore. In addition to the normal library 
functions (book checkout, research assistance, etc.), the Learning Commons serves a 
number of other functions. Get help with Blackboard and other Distance Ed questions. 
The “technology counter” provides an opportunity to play with some of the latest 
technology. Computers and printers available. If you have questions, call (701-774-
4226). To contact the Office of Extended Learning please email 
wsc.extendedlearning@willistonstate.edu.  

• SmarThinking: Web based program that offers live tutoring services in a variety of 
subject areas at no cost to the student. With SmarThinking you can access live tutors, 
ask a question and come back the next day for a response, and/or submit writing pieces 
to be reviewed. If you have further questions or need assistance in using this great tool, 
please stop in the Learning Commons in Stevens Hall or contact Katie Peterson at 701-
774-4594. 

STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Work submitted for this course must follow Student Academic Integrity as cited in the 2016-2017 
Catalog, p. 20: 
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Integrity of the academic process requires that credit be given where credit is due. 
Accordingly, it is a breach of academic integrity to present as one’s own work the ideas, 
representation, or works of another, or to permit another to present one’s work without 
customary and proper acknowledgement of authorship. Students are expected to 
conduct themselves at all times within permissible limits of assistance as stated by 
faculty.  

Students will be held responsible for any breaches of academic integrity. More common 
breaches of academic integrity include but are not limited to: cheating, plagiarism, 
forgery, fabrication, facilitation, or aiding academic dishonesty; theft of instructional 
materials or tests; unauthorized access or otherwise manipulating laboratory equipment 
or computer programs without proper authorization; alteration of grades or permanent 
files; misuse of research data in reporting results; use of personal relationships to gain 
grades or academic favors; or otherwise attempting to obtain grades or credit through 
fraudulent means. These breaches of academic integrity are also viewed as misconduct 
and are treated accordingly. 

Students who violate the Student Academic Integrity guidelines may face scholastic or 
disciplinary consequences. Instructors that treat the case as a scholastic matter have the 
authority to decide how the violation will affect the student’s grade in the course. If the 
instructor has treated the case as a scholastic matter involving the a course grade and 
the student has a grievance related to this action, that grievance shall be processed as 
outlined in the WSC Student Code of Conduct. Instructors that treat the case as a 
disciplinary matter will refer the case to the Vice President for Student Affairs for 
possible resolution. If final resolution does not occur, the Vice President for Student 
Affairs may refer the case to the Student Review Committee. The Committee will handle 
the matter according to the procedure outlined in the WSC Student Code of Conduct. A 
written report of the incident will be placed in the student’s academic file in the admission 
and Records Office and will be withdrawn when the file becomes inactive. A copy of the 
report will be provided to the faculty advisor. Students are advised to become familiar 
with the campus copyright policy as outlined in the WSC Student Code of Conduct. 

Breach of academic integrity may result in failure of the assignment, exam, and/or class. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 You are expected to read the relevant materials and participate in class discussions in a 

timely manner. 
 You are expected to respect your fellow students and the Instructor in online and on 

campus discussions. 
 It is your responsibility to ask questions when you are uncertain about assignments or 

course materials. 
 If you have questions concerning grades, you should contact the Instructor immediately. 

You are responsible for checking Blackboard in a timely fashion to ensure that the grade 
recorded is your correct grade.  

 It is your responsibility to contact the Instructor as soon as possible if you are 
encountering any issues that would hinder your performance in this class.   
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 You are responsible for earning your grade (with the Instructor making every effort to 
help you learn the material). 

 If you are concerned about your grade, you should speak to the Instructor NO LATER 
than mid-term. No consideration will be given to request to adjust your grade at the end 
of the semester unless there is an error in calculations. 

GRIEVANCE POLICY 
Occasionally, students are dissatisfied with some dimension of the course. In such cases, 
students should first schedule a meeting with the instructor. If the student and instructor cannot 
reach a satisfactory resolution, the student should schedule a meeting with the Chair of the 
Department. (See page 10 of the Student Code of Conduct.) 

TITLE IX 
Survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence, and sexual harassment: please be aware that as 
an instructor, I am legally obligated to report all instances of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
and sexual harassment involving students. If you would like to speak to someone confidentially, 
please contact the WSC Counselor at (701)774-4212 (they are NOT mandated to report such 
instances).  

FINAL EXAMS/ACTIVITIES 
Students are required to take the final examination or engage in the final activity on the date and 
at the time presented as part of the course syllabus. Exceptions may be made only in 
emergency situations and in the case of scheduling conflicts with college sponsored events by 
promptly submitting a written request detailing the circumstances to the instructor of the course. 
Your meeting time for your final is: 8:30-9:20., MON, 11 DEC, AND 8:30-9:20, WED, 13 DEC 

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE OF THE COURSE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
Day/Week Instruction Includes 
  
  
21-25 AUG No class MON 

IVN 
Roll Call 
Blackboard 
Tour 
Syllabus 
Data Sheet 
Questions about the class 
SmarThinking 
Writing Lab 
Purdue OWL 

28 AUG -
01 SEP 

Stout’s Procedure 
Draft vs. Manuscript (Ballenger Chapter 13) 
Other Means of Composing College Work (AWR Section A) 
Ballenger Chapters 1 & 2 

04-08 SEP No class MON 
Ballenger Chapter 3: Project I: Personal Essay 
Project I, Step 1: Topic (Ballenger pp. 75-77; AWR Section C1) 
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Project I, Step 2: Material (Ballenger pp. 77-88) 
11-15 SEP 
 

Collaborative Effort: Brainstorming for Step 2 
Project I, Step 3: Draft (Ballenger pp. 88-90; AWR Sections C2 & C5) 
MLA Manuscript Format (AWR sections C6 and MLA) 

18-22 SEP Project I, Step 4: Revising (Ballenger pp. 90-94; Ballenger Chapter 14; AWR 
Section C3[; AWR Sections S, W, G, M, P, or B as necessary]); SmarThinking, 
Writing Lab, Purdue OWL 
Revision Workshop (Ballenger Appendix A) 

25-29 SEP How “Smoke of Empire” would be graded (Ballenger pp. 94-96) 
Step 4 Workshop 
Project I, Step 5: Deadline: Manuscript I due next TUE 

02-06 OCT Project II: Profile (Ballenger Chapter 4) 
Project II, Step 1: Topic (Ballenger pp. 115-118) 
Project II, Step 2: Material: Interviewing Skills (Ballenger pp. 118-126) 

09-13 OCT Project I, Step 6: Lessons Learned (AWR Section C4) 
Project II, Step 3: Drafting (Ballenger pp. 126-130) 
APA Manuscript Format (AWR sections C6 and APA[/CMS] 

16-20 OCT Project II, Step 4: Revising (Ballenger pp. 130-133) 
Revision Workshop 
Project II, Step 5: Manuscript II due next TUE 

23-27 OCT How “Number 6 Orchard” would be graded (Ballenger pp. 133-136) 
Project III: Consumer Review (Ballenger Chapter 5) 

30 OCT – 
03 NOV 

Project II, Step 6: Lessons Learned (AWR Section C4) 
Project III: Step 1: Topic (Ballenger pp. 155-158) 

06-10 NOV Project III, Step 2: Material (Ballenger pp. 158-163) 
Brainstorming for Step 2; Potential audience questions to be answered in Step 
2 
Project III, Step 3: Draft (Ballenger 163-169) 
CMS Manuscript Format (AWR Section [APA/]CMS) 
No class FRI 

13-17 NOV Project III, Step 4: Revising (Ballenger 169-171) 
Revision Workshop 
Project III, Step 5: Manuscript III due next TUE 

20-24 NOV How “How to Not Feel Good and Feel Good About It: A Review of Young Adult” 
would be graded (Ballenger pp. 171-173) 
Project IV: Proposal for Improvement (Ballenger Chapter 6) 
No classes WED, THU, or FRI 

27 NOV – 
01 DEC 

Project III, Step 6: Lessons Learned (AWR Section C4) 
Project IV, Step 1: Topic (Ballenger pp. 193-197) 

04-08 DEC Project IV, Step 2: Material (Ballenger pp. 197-203) 
Project IV, Steps 3 (Draft) & 4 (Revising) (Ballenger pp. 203-207) 
How “Avoidable Accidents: How to Make Reality TV Safer” would be graded 
(Ballenger pp. 207-209) 
e-Portfolio 
Project IV, Step 5: Deadline: Manuscript IV due at start of MON final exam 

FINAL 
EXAM 

: 8:30-9:20., MON, 11 DEC, AND 8:30-9:20, WED, 13 DEC 

  
 


